
 

 1 

 

Volume 1, Issue 7 April 30, 2011 ASPIRE     Ā     BELIEVE     Ā     ACHIEVE 

A dding to an outstanding and exciting season for 

IWHS athletics, the Athletics Department 

announced that six athletes were offered letters of intent 

to play at the college level.  

The first signing took place on Wed., April 13. Signing 

to play volleyball were Tamara Hanna with 

Northwestern State 

University, Marissa Rodriguez 

with the University of the 

Incarnate Word, and Gabriella 

Otero with Coppin State in 

Maryland. Also signing was 

Alexa Vessel with the 

University of Arkansas for 

track.  

On April 20, two senior 

soccer players signed their 

letters of intent. Julia Reyna 

signed with the University 

of the Incarnate Word and Ashley Cervantes signed with 

Concordia Lutheran University. Both events took place 

in the McGowen Gymnasium. The girls were 

accompanied by their parents and family members while 

faculty, students, and fans attended the ceremonies.   

IWHS 2-5A TAPPS MusicðSTATE CHAMPIONS! 

Six Seniors Sign Collegiate Letters of Intent 

Alexa Vessel, Marissa Rodriguez, Gabi Otero & Tamara Hanna 

Julia Reyna and Ashley Cervantes 

To read about their success, see page 4. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

In a faith-based 
preparatory environment, 

Incarnate Word High 
School prepares confident 
young women dedicated to 

academic excellence, 
Christian service and 

social justice. 

 

CORE VALUES 
 

Academic Excellence 
Integrity 
Service 

Community of Faith 
Compassion 
Stewardship 

 

ACCREDITATION 
 

Incarnate Word High 
School is fully accredited 

with the Southern 
Association of Colleges 

and Schools (SACS) and 
Texas Catholic 

Conference Education 
Department (TCCED).  

UIW Connection  
 

 

 

 

Incarnate Word High 
School is a part of the 

Brainpower Connection 
and is affiliated with 

University of the  
Incarnate Word. 

Principalõs Perspective 

Dear Shamrock Community,  

Our May newsletter proudly celebrates many recent team and individual student 

accomplishments. It has been a very active six weeks since Spring Break and 

congratulations go out to the IWHS 2 -5A State Music Champions, to our state 

qualifiers in academics and art, to the track and field, golf, tennis and softball 

teams and to our students who have achieved special recognition for their 

individual efforts this semester.  

For the past year, the school and the PTO have been working on several projects 

to upgrade our facilities.  I am pleased to announce that this month we will begin 

the Beautification Project  for the front grounds of the school.  After much 

fundraising and bidding out the project, we have secured the services of Hill 

Horticulture to install an irrigation system, grass, new bedding plants and 

mountain laurel trees as well as a paver sidewalk across the front of the school, 

the main entrances and around Mt. Erin Alumnae Hall.  Since work on the project 

is set to commence before school is out, we will need to reroute traffic in the front 

driveway from time to time to provide for machinery access to the front of the 

school and to ensure the safety of students and passing vehicles.  

Shortly after the project is completed, our new Shamrock marquee, funded 

through the Shamrock Golf Classic, will arrive and be installed at the front of Mt. 

Erin Alumnae Hall.  This summer we will also begin the replacement of our old 

free standing lockers with new lockers secured through grants written by the 

Advancement Office. In July we will replace the computers in Lab 107 with new 

machines and upgrade computers in the classrooms and the library, among other 

projects.  

Thanks to our many volunteers, student, faculty, parents and alumnae, who have 

worked to raise funds for these projects, provided additional support through 

donations to one or more of our school and PTO activities. You have helped to 

make this a successful and memorable year for our students.  

Lastly, congratulations to the Class of 2011.  College acceptances are in and the 

number of scholarships and grants awarded testifies to the hard work of our 

students over the past four years and the tireless dedication of the IWHS faculty.  

We wish the Class of 2011 success and happiness and look forward to hearing of 

their future accomplishments.  

Praised be the Incarnate Word,  

 

BJ Nelsen  
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Whatôs Happening in May? 

Upcoming Events 

Thanks to these IWHS students 

for writing pieces for the April 

edition of òWhatõs the Wordó: 

Elise DeLuna  

Celesté Martinez  

Sydney Moore 

Janelle Pierce  

Madison Porter  

 

Photos courtesy of  

Bob Atkins  

IWHS  

Way to Go, 
Shamrocks! 

 
IWHS students 

received a óHigh Fiveô 
from Davidsonôs 

Respite House for the 
community service 

they provided. In the 
Davidson Respite 

House Spring 
newsletter, they stated 

that the Shamrocks 
ñalways bring the gifts 

of love and 
compassion to our 

children.ò 
 

Attention Seniors  

After you graduate and 

clean out your closets 

from those old IWHS  

uniforms, please donõt 

throw them away. We 

would be most grateful 

if you would donate 

them to IWHS.  

 

We also accept used 

locks! 

The IWHS  
Glee Club and Madrigals   

presents 

A TRIBUTE TO  

Rodgers & Hammerstein 
on the Commemoration of  

45 YEARS OF  

THE SOUND of  MUSIC 

THURS., MAY 5 at 7:30 pm  

SAT., MAY 7 at 7:30 pm  

Mt. Erin Alumnae Hall  

Order PAVERS for Graduation Gifts! 

A Personalized Paver in the Mt. Erin island walkway is 
a wonderful way to honor a 2011 graduate and the path 
she has paved at IWHS. The Mt. Erin island is a 
landscaped retreat area for student, reunion group and 
visitor enjoyment.     

This is a perfect way to let your Shamrock be 
remembered for generations to come!    You can choose 
from a rose brick paver or paver block. For more 
information contact Joyce Horner at 832.2143, 
horner@uiwtx.edu or click here for the order form. 

For sports schedules, please visit IWHS Athletics online:  

http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/athletics/index.htm  

May 1       Silver Tea, 2 - 4PM  

May 2 -11   AP Exams  

May 5, 7    Spring Choir Concert  

May 6, 7    TAPPS State Track  

May 7,10   TAPPS Softball Regional  

May 9       PTO Meeting, 6 PM  

May 12      Awards Ceremony, 6 PM  

May 12 -14 TAPPS State Softball  

May 16 -18 SENIOR EXAMS  

May 18       Athletic Banquet, 6 PM  

May 19       Junior Ring Ceremony, 5 PM  

May 20       Graduation Rehearsal  

May 22       Baccalaureate Mass and                       

      Graduation  

May 24 -27 SEMESTER EXAMS  

May 30       SCHOOL CLOSED                  

      Memorial Day  

Attention  

Stamp 

Collectors  
IWHS has been given a 

collection of historical 

stamps from Australia, 

Austria, Denmark, 

Germany, Malta and 

New Zealand.  If you are 

interested in purchasing 

it or know of someone 

whom we could sell this 

collection to, please       

contact Joyce Horner, 

Director of Development 

210-832-2143. All 

proceeds will benefit 

IWHS.   

http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/athletics/index.htm
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Student Spotlight 

TAPPS State Art, Academic and Music Winners 

A big Shamrock 
Thank You to our 
Administrative 

Professionals for 
their hard work, 
dedication and 

support! 

C ongratulations to 

Lauren Giles ô11 who 

was selected Student of 

the Week by the San 

Antonio Express -News for 

the week of April 17. 

Lauren was also featured 

on the KWEX -TV òPortada 

S.A.ó show on April 23. 

Lauren is a senior who 

hopes to pursue a career in 

psychology.  

San Antonio       
Express-News   
Student of the 

Week 

W e are proud of all our award 

winning Shamrocks!!  

The Art 5A TAPPS State Meet was 

held March 25 -26 at Concordia 

University in Austin, Texas.   

Drawing Color Media  

 Kathryn Ault  3rd  

 Caroline Villa     5th  

Mixed Media ð2D and Relief  

 Claudia Cardona     3rd  

Sculpture  

 Jacqueline Jacot  HM  

Photography -Creative and  

Experimental  

 Madeleine Bailey  3rd  

Senior Portfolio  

 Marissa Andrade  3rd  

Art History  

 Sydney Moore HM  

 

The Academic 5A TAPPS State 

Meet was held at Austin Concordia 

University April 1 -2.  
Newspaper : The Word    6th  

Spelling : Allison Kincer ô11  2nd  

Spanish :  Sandra Saenz  ô11   6th  

I  ncarnate Word Glee Club, pianists, and 

soloist had their dream come true by 

capturing the TAPPS 2 -5A music State 

Championship on April 9, at the First 

Baptist Church in Belton. Since 1997, Fine 

Arts director Mary Ann de la Garza has 

proudly led the IWHS Glee Club to 

multiple state championships.  

The Incarnate Word Glee Club and 

Madrigals received superior ratings in all 

seven of their competing ensembles. The 

Small Ensembles performed Orlando 

Gibbons The Silver Swan  and Johannes 

Brahms In Stiller Nacht .  At the end of the 

final performance, the judge grinned at de 

la Garza and commented, òYou know, they 

are awesome.ó The Incarnate Word Sacred 

Ensembles were also commended for the 

quality of their versatile selections.  The 

final performance of the day was the 

Incarnate Word Large Ensemble. At the 

end of the competition, the Shamrocks 

were greeted by an executive TAPPS board 

member with an invitation to perform at 

his home townõs music festival. 

Five advanced pianists under the 

direction of IWHS piano instructor Mrs. 

Natalia Skovorodina performed at the 

state level. Four pianists received superior 

ratings: Olivia Cantu, Jesse Eclarinal, 

Yuko Miyasaka, and Ziming Shang.  

Senior soprano vocal soloist Morgan 

Gostylo received a superior rating for her 

performance of Quella Fiamma  by 

Benedetto Marcello.  

   

Congratulations, Shamrock Glee Club 

and Pianists!  
 

Submitted by Janelle Pierce & Celesté Martinez  

The Vocal 2-5A TAPPS State Meet was held 

on April 9 at the First Baptist Church in Belton, 

Texas.  IWHS received the top award:  

State Champions   
Madrigals & Glee Club  

Mary Alderete ô14 Dana Arismendez ô12 

Melanie Arredondo ô11 Emma Birkey ô14  

Jasmine Brown ô11 Allyssa Burke ô14 

Brianna Campbell ô12 Rebecca Cavazos ô13 

Maricela Chapa ô14 Elise De Luna ô12 

Aisha Fain ô13  Brianna Garcia ô14  

Deandra Gonzalez ô14 Morgan Gostylo ô11 

Raffaella Gullo ô13 Elizabeth LaFrance ô13 

Sarah Legette ô13 Maggie Lunn ô11 

Brieanna Martinez ô13 Celest® Martinez ô11 

Marlina Mery ô13 Dialis Molina ô11 

Natasha Olfati ô11 Margaret Ohlrich ô12 

Maria Pascarella ô11 Janelle Pierce ô11 

Joscelyne Ponder ô11 Stephanie Rodriguez ô13 

Jazzarae Tristan ô11 Carolina Ruiz -Velasco ô13 

Megan Zirkle ô13 

 

Piano Students  

Olivia Cantu ô13  Jessica Eclarinal ô12 

Yuko Miyasaka ô12 Ziming Shang ô14 

Erika Zietz ô11  

IWHS 2-5A TAPPS MusicðSTATE CHAMPIONS! 
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 Service Day 

 

Student & Alumnae Spotlight 

Morell, Garcia and Waits selected 2011 Prom Court 

A pril is election month at IWHS for the  

2011-2012 school year.  Students put 

their names and campaign materials 

around campus for Class and Student 

Council offices. The creativity was 

amazing. It was a treat to walk through 

the main hallway because it was 

embellished with beautifully designed 

campaign posters.  Below are the officers 

for the 2011 -2012 academic year.  

Student Council Officers  

 President:  Carolyn Perez  

 Adjunct Officer:  Caitlin OõBrien 

 Vice Presidents:  Claire Trammel and 

Regan Wheeler  

 Spirit Chair:  Betsy Wannamaker  

 Vice Spirit Chair:  Ali Wittenberg  

 Treasurer:  Monica Lopez  

 Parliamentarian:  Jordan Brownlow  

 Junior Secretary:  Regan OõBrien 

 Sophomore Secretary:  Brandy Flores  

 Historian:  Ava Bassler  

Senior Class Officers   

 President:  Maddie Gallo  

 Vice President:  Megan Ramos  

 Secretary:  Kimberly Vaio  

 Treasurer:  Lorena Rodriguez  

 Historian:  Emily Kuebker  

 Lt. Rep:  Selina Rodriguez  

Junior Class Officers  

 President:  Sydney Moore  

 Vice President:  Shannon Gunn  

 Secretary:  Ana Laura Saenz  

 Treasurer:  Brianna Gutierrez  

 Historian:  Catherine Atkins  

 Lt. Rep:  Gabriella Resendez  

Sophomore Class Officers  

 President:  Haley Kirby  

 Vice President:  Annelise Shipley  

 Secretary:  Lauren Harris  

 Treasurer:  Celeste Garza  

 Historian:  Bethanie Hernandez  

 Lt. Representative:  Sabrina Latigo  

 

Laura Schulz ô06 is 

currently serving in the 

Philippines as a United 

States Peace Corps 

Volunteer. She is working 

as an Education Volunteer, 

co-teaching English to 2nd 

year Filipino high school 

students. Along with her 

teaching responsibilities at 

Magalalag National High 

School, Laura has taken 

up several secondary 

projects on campus and in 

her community, one of 

which is a Girls 

Empowerment Club for 

female students. Laura 

has completed 8 of her 27 -

month commitment with 

the Peace Corps which 

ends November 2012.  

 

 

Andi Meuth ô08 appears 

in the Texas A&M Spring 

2011 Counselor Connection  

newsletter. She is pictured 

in an eye -catching half 

page ad for the University.  

She is quoted, òTexas A&M 

has a great reputation both 

as a school and as a 

community. When people 

talk about Texas A&M they 

not only talk about the 

great education students 

receive, but also about the 

traditions that bring 

students together.ó Andi is 

a history major who plans 

to graduate in 2012.  

StuCo and Class Officers for 2011-12 

T he 2011 IWHS prom was an evening 

that will be long remembered by our 

juniors and seniors.  The dance floor was 

filled with beautiful ladies and their 

handsome dates.  òDestination 

Paradiseó was the theme of the evening, 

exotic flowers and soft lighting added to 

the elegance of the incredible ballroom. 

Along with taking tons of photos and 

complimenting each other on their 

gorgeous dresses, the young ladies 

anxiously waited the announcement of the 

Prom Court.  The Court included: Jenny 

Andry, Cami Garcia, Courtney Harris, 

Sara Montemayor, Katie Morell, Janelle 

Pierce, Jeni Quante, Skye Tabor, Aliyah 

Walton and Alex Waits.  Katie Morell was 

selected Prom Queen, Cami Garcia, 

Princess and Alex Waits, Duchess.   

  The Junior sponsors Ms. Kellogg and 

Mrs. McChesney would like to thank 

everyone who helped to plan and 

implement prom.  It always takes a lot of 

people and patience, but the girls do enjoy 

prom and all the òfrou-frouó that goes with 

it.  Thanks to parents and their support, 

year after year.   Parents of next yearõs 

juniors, get ready, prom is only a year 

away!  

QueenðKatie Morell PrincessðCami Garcia DuchessðAlex Waits 
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O n Wed. April 13, golf, softball, tennis 

and track seniors, were escorted unto 

the UIW Softball field by their parents 

and recognized for their accomplishments 

before the St. Michaelõs game. Each young 

lady was presented with an autographed, 

framed action photo and scrapbook 

designed by her teammates.  

 

Golf, Softball, Tennis and Track Senior Night 

Student Spotlight Super Athlete 
Super Team! 

T ori Villarreal ô12 was selected for the San 

Antonio Express -News 

Basketball òSuper Team.ó 

Every year the newspaper 

puts together its dream 

team of outstanding athletes 

from city and area schools.  

Tori is the only private 

school athlete to be selected 

for the team. She has an 

impressive record of 

accomplishments, among 

them TAPPS 5A All -State 

First Team, All 

Tournament selection at 

the State Tournament, 

TAPPS 2-5A Most 

Valuable Player (2010 -

2011) TAPPS 5A All -

District First Team, MVP 

Floresville Tournament, 

TAPPS 5A All -State 

Academic First Team, and 

Co-Captain of the Varsity 

Team.   

òTori is the ideal team 

member. She consistently 

puts the good of the team 

first.  Her competitiveness 

and intensity level are 

always extremely high. 

Many coaches stress that 

the best  players tend to 

make the people around 

them better.  Tori does this 

quite effectively.  However, 

the most amazing thing 

about Tori is that she 

displays all of these 

wonderful attributes while 

remaining humble,ó said 

Coach Troy Patterson.  

  Congratulations, Tori  

Softball Seniors  
Vanessa Martinez, Tori Contreras, 
Stephanie Chapa and Mari Gomez. 

Golf Seniors   
Cristina Lopez and 
Caroline Villa  
Sarah Foley (not 
pictured) 

Track Seniors  
Grace Rivera, Alexa Vessel, Jenny Andry, Allison Kincer, Lauren Aldridge, Kim Taylor,  
Erika Migeon, Courtney Harris, Amanda Johnson, Ashley Vidaurri and Adriana Khalil  

Tennis Seniors   Marissa Martinez, 
Amanda Arrowood, Joscelyne Ponder 
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Shamrock Athletics  

IWHS sends four Tennis Players to State 

A t the Regional competition 

April 4 -5, the ògirls played 

their hearts out,ó according to 

Coach Dean Chavez. Although they 

played  well, the 30 mile an hour 

wind gusts made it difficult to get 

the shots in. Overall the team 

posted scores of 404 and 392.  

Two -Day Results  

Chloe Palacios  96/86  

Caroline Villa  92/97  

Sarah Foley 101/105  

Leah Villarreal 112/114  

Kara Hernandez 117/110  
 

Chloe Palacios finished 8th in the 

Regional tournament and advanced 

to the state competition.   
   

IWHS Golf Team taking a break at the Regional Tournament 

T he Varsity Tennis Team 

competed April 4 -5 at the  

Regional Tournament at the 

UIW and Trinity Tennis 

Centers. Congratulations goes to 

juniors Maddie Bailey and 

Jenna Zaragoza who qualified 

for state in singles and seniors 

Amanda Arrowood and Marisa 

Martinez who qualified in 

doubles. The sophomore doubles 

team of Katelyn Melian and 

Lauren Rosales narrowly missed 

qualifying  in a close, deciding 

match.  Later in the day, they 

qualified for the State alternate 

slot.  Our district alternates, Joscelyne 

Ponder and Leandra Collinsworth were 

present and available to play if needed and 

did a great job of assisting with the 

administration of the tournament.  

Overall, because of the strength of all of 

the players, the team finished 3 rd out of  9 

teams in our Region. This is an outstanding 

result.   

Congratulations Tennis Team for a 

wonderful season!  

Athletic 
Physicals  

Athletic Summer 

Camps  

T he Athletics 

department will be 

offering skill camps, 

clinics, and mini -camps in 

basketball, volleyball, and 

conditioning. Several 

camps are open to middle 

school children.  Visit the 

Athletics  web page for 

registration information 

and dates or email the 

Athletic Director, Nicki 

Gonzalez:  

nlgonzal@uiwtx.edu . 

3rd  
Annual  
Sports  
Banquet  

mailto:http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/athletics/index.htm
mailto:nlgonzal@uiwtx.edu


http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/athletics/index.htm
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