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T he IWHS Academic Team had 

an excellent outing at the 

TAPPS District 2 -5A 

Competition.   Overall, our team 

finished second among the nine 

schools represented.  The following 

ladies should be noted for their 

individual accomplishments:  

Ready Writing:   

2nd-Jade Yamamoto  

Science : 4th -Alexa Felices  

Persuasive Speaking:   

3rd -Jordan Brownlow  

4th -Jessenia Gonzalez 

Yearbook : 1st-Mt. Erin  

Newspaper:   4th -The Star  

Spelling :  1st-Allison Kincer  

          5th -Emily Waltz  

Current Events & Issues : 3rd -Madeleine Bailey  

                          8th -Michelle Tedrowe  

Calculator : 7th -Claire Trammel  

Literary Criticism : 2nd-Alexandra Waits  

              3rd -Sara Rose Davy 

              4th -Madison Gargaro  

Social Studies : 2nd-Suzanne Coles 

       6th -Jordan Brownlow  

Spanish : 2nd (Tie) Sandra Saenz  

Duet Acting : 3rd -Adriana Khalil -Mavis Morales  

Poetry Interpretation : 5th -Jewel Quintero  

Original Oratory : 3rd -Savannah Spaar  

            4th -Jessenia Gonzalez 

Mathematics : 3rd (Tie) Shannon Gunn  

     6th -Suzanne Coles 

IWHS Places Second at the District Academic TAPPS Meet 

Mother-Daughter Luncheon is another IWHS Tradition 

T his yearõs annual Mother-Daughter luncheon took 

place on February 13, at the Omni Hotel and was 

a resounding success. Mothers and daughters began 

the event by attending a mass presided over by Father 

Jim Schellenberg. He gave a special blessing as the 

mothers presented their daughters with a pin. The pin 

was a wreath -shaped Claddagh,  an Irish symbol of 

loyalty, friendship, and love.   

After the mass, attendees proceeded to a luncheon 

where they were entertained by published poet  Joa-

quin Zihuatanejo, who recited some of his poems while 

attendees enjoyed their lemon chicken entrée. He fin-

ished his inspirational presentation by telling the girls: 

òLife may be full of ups and downs, but roller coasters 

are much more fun than merry go rounds.ó  

Later, a few lucky atten-

dees were winners of some 

great raffle items, such as 

Juicy Couture products, mas-

sage and nails gift cards, and 

Incarnate Word merchan-

dise. Junior Haley Hebert 

remarked, òI had a fun time 

with my mom, grandma, and 

aunt. We had a great time 

visiting with friends and 

their moms.ó    
Written by Madeleine Bailey  

Bailey Sullivan, Analisa Gomez & Lauren 
Luna  
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

In a faith-based 
preparatory environment, 

Incarnate Word High 
School prepares confident 
young women dedicated to 

academic excellence, 
Christian service and 

social justice. 

 

CORE VALUES 
 

Academic Excellence 
Integrity 
Service 

Community of Faith 
Compassion 
Stewardship 

 

ACCREDITATION 
 

Incarnate Word High 
School is fully accredited 

with the Southern 
Association of Colleges 

and Schools (SACS) and 
Texas Catholic 

Conference Education 
Department (TCCED).  

UIW Connection  
 

 

 

 

Incarnate Word High 
School is a part of the 

Brainpower Connection 
and is affiliated with 

University of the  
Incarnate Word. 

Principalõs Perspective 

 

Dear Parents,  

The first week of February, as we began Catholic 

Schools Week, I was honored to be able to escort our 

nationally recognized students to the annual opening 

ceremony at the Archdiocese and then to lunch.  Being 

in the presence of these young women always fills me 

with great pride for the efforts of our young ladies and 

gratitude for the work of a dedicated faculty and staff 

and support of our community.  It was heart -warming 

to see how our honorees comported themselves 

publicly, in front of the news camera and with Bishop 

Cantu, and their pride in Incarnate Word was evident as we received the 

Archdiocese Service Essay award for our service program this past year.   

My congratulations to our honorees and to our entire student body on their 

many accomplishments over the year.  As you peruse the newsletter, you will 

read about our girlsõ most recent success in academics, athletics, foreign 

language, fine arts and their desire to be of service and answer the call to help 

those in need.   You will see a bit of the variety of activities and most recent 

celebrations of Shamrock traditions and the sisterhood that makes our school a 

home for all who seek the benefits of a single gender, college preparatory 

education in a faith -based environment.  You will see from the upcoming events 

such as the 2nd annual Salsa and Scholarship Fundraiser that our goal is to 

make an Incarnate Word education available to any young woman who wants 

that opportunity.  

Spring is when we see many of the rewards of the girlsõ efforts and the fruits 

of our labor as college acceptances and scholarship offers come in.   It is also 

when we begin planning our programs for the next year.  During 2011 -12 IWHS 

will celebrate its 130 th  anniversary.  In preparation for next year, we would very 

much like to hear from our parents as to the effectiveness of our current 

informational programs provided to the community. If you have comments or 

would like to make suggestions, please donõt hesitate to e-mail my secretary, 

Sandy Grabill, at grabill@uiwtx.edu  or schedule a conference.  Your feedback 

and suggestions, on all aspects of our program, are vital to our continued 

improvement as a school.  

Please enjoy the newsletter and congratulate our students, the faculty and 

their coaches as you see them.  It has been a team effort, be it in preparing for 

TAPPS academic competition, on the basketball court or as our students flip 

pancakes to raise funds for their upcoming mission trip.  
 

Praise be the Incarnate Word,  

BJ Nelsen  

IWHS Receives 
Catholic Schools 

Week Archdiocesan 
Service Award 

mailto:grabill@uiwtx.edu
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Whatôs Happening in March? 

Upcoming Events 

Mar 2     Jesuit Tour 12:30 -3:30 pm  

Mar  4-5     TAPPS State Basketball  

Mar 5     MS Speech/Debate Tournament  

Mar 6   Salsa & Scholarships Fundraiser  

Mar 7     PTO Meeting, 6 pm  

Mar 8     National French & Latin Exam  

    End of 3rd quarter  

Mar 9     Ash Wednesday Liturgy, 10 am  

Mar 10     Piano Recital, 6 pm  

Mar 11     Field Day ñWord Day  

    DISMISSAL - 12 pm 

Mar 14     Pre-registration packets mailed  

Mar 14 -18  NO SCHOOL - Spring Break  

Mar 15       3rd Quarter Grades Mailed  

Mar 21 -Apr 1  Lenten Food Drive  

Mar 24 -27  Dracula 

Mar 25       Incarnate Word Day Liturgy  

Mar 25 -26 TAPPS State Art  

Mar 29       National Spanish Exam  

Mar 30 -31  10th, 11th, 12th Grade                 

 Pre-registration  

We hope to see YOU at the  

2nd Annual  

Salsa & Scholarships Fundraiser   
Come out and enjoy a fun -filled 

afternoon with Incarnate Word families, 

alumnae, faculty, students and friends 

while helping raise money for student 

scholarships.   

Each year we have students who want 

to attend IWHS, but their parents cannot 

afford the full tuition. We have families 

that have lost  jobs or suffered an illness 

that impacts their livelihood. Currently, 

we have ten students receiving 

scholarships from last yearõs revenue. 

With your support, we hope to help even 

more students for the 2011 ð2012 

academic year.   

The silent auction was a huge hit last 

year, and weõre hoping that you will help 

us with items this year.  You may leave 

items at the front office or contact Joyce 

Horner at 210 -832-2143.  The more items 

we have the more money we raise!  

Tickets for adults (13 years ðup) are 

$30 presale and $35 at the door for an 

all -you-can-eat fajita dinner and a free 

Margarita or beer.  Children 6 -12 years 

are $7 at the door and children 0 -5 years 

eat FREE!   

Feel free to invite your family, co -

workers, neighbors, friends, etc. to join 

you for fun, food, and prizes at the  

Salsa & Scholarships Fundraiser .  

 
Thanks to IWHS students for 

assisting with  

articles and photos  

Michele Tedrowe ô12 

Maddie Bailey ô12 

Regan Wheeler ô12 

 

 

 

 Save the Date 

Salsa & Scholarships 

Fundraiser  
Sunday, March 6 
2:30ñ6:30 pm 

La Hacienda de Los Barrios  
Tickets: $30 in advance 13 yrs to adult  

Fajita Buffet 
One Free Beer or Margarita 

Silent Auction and more  

210-832-2143 

Subject Level 

Placement Tests  

Incoming 9th Grade  

Mar 22 -24 & 28  

4-6 pm  

Call Enrollment Office 

to register  

(210) 829-3123 

ozuna@uiwtx.edu . 

I  n April, Ms. Kellogg will 

begin pre -registration 

for the Nov. 2011 Close Up 

trip. A $100 deposit secures 

a space and locks in the 

price of $1,788. The price 

includes air fare, DC, and 

Williamsburg hotels, three 

meals a day, all fees and 

tips, all transportation in 

DC and Williamsburg, and 

theatre tickets. Itõs a deal! 

Close Up is open to juniors 

and seniors. Students must 

be passing all classes. 

Parents are welcome!  For 

more information contact 

Miriam Kellogg at 

kellogg@uiwtx.edu  or 

closeup.org. 

Plan for Next Yearôs 

Close Up Trip 

Jesuit Excellence Tour 
March 2   Å   12:30-3 pm 

IWHS McGowen Gymnasium 

Students will be released to visit 

with college representatives  

mailto:ozuna@uiwtx.edu
mailto:kellogg@uiwtx.edu
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Whatôs Happening in March? 

Upcoming Events 

T he SAIW Theatre Company 

proudly presents their exciting 

Spring production of Bram Stokerõs 

classic  

Dracula  
 

Featuring a cast of 16, the production 

takes its audience to Dr. Thomas 

Sewardõs asylum on the coast of England, 

as they are surrounded by the crypt of 

Mina Grant and the graveyard of Carfax 

Abbey.   

With monsters, vampire brides, stage 

combat and more, you wonõt want to miss 

a both thrilling and bloody evening of 

drama and adventure.    

Tickets will be available for purchase at 

the door, or to reserve seats, please 

contact the Director of Theatre, Lara 

Benavides ð lwillars@uiwtx.edu . Material 

is appropriate for ages 12 and up.  

LOOK FOR SPECIAL OFFERS for 

DISCOUNTED TICKETS in this ISSUE.  

The UnDead 
Among Us 

S hamrock Athletics invites  you to an 

exciting evening of hockey on Friday, 

April 1 @ 7 pm.  The San Antonio Rampage 

faces Peoria Rivermen at the AT&T Center.  

All athletes will be taking orders for tick-

ets through Mar. 25.  Tickets will be deliv-

ered on Mar. 30. Tickets are $12.  

All proceeds will benefit the IWHS Ath-

letics program.  

To receive more information or to order 

tickets, contact Nicki Gonzalez, 829-3122 

or nlgonzal@uiwtx.edu . 

Join the Fun 

Salsa & 

Scholarships 

Fundraiser  
 

March 6  
 

Contact   210-832-2143  
or click here to purchase 

tickets online 

Volunteer for  

Salsa & Scholarships  

S tudents are needed for 

this yearõs Salsa & 

Scholarship fundraiser.  

Volunteers will be 

painting the faces of the 

children; so express your 

artistic side and earn 

service hours at the same 

time. If you are interested 

in volunteering, please 

sign up with Mrs. Horner 

in the Advancement 

office .  

Pre-Registration 
For Current Students 

March 30-31 

Cafeteria Loft 

 

 Contact: Debbie Zielins , Registrar 
210-829-3112 

zielins@uiwtx.edu 

Word Day  

Friday, March 11 

8 amñ12 noon 

A morning filled with fun field events 
among advisories 

This is a friendly competition against 
grades! Who will be this yearõs 

Champions? 

mailto:lwillars@uiwtx.edu
mailto:lwillars@uiwtx.edu
mailto:nlgonzal@uiwtx.edu
https://bannerweb.uiwtx.edu/prod/szkgpay_iwhs.bill
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Student and Faculty Spotlight 

Sierra Vela recipient of Making a Difference Award 

M aking a significant impact on the 

San Antonio community is Senior, 

Sierra Elise Vela. Along with being a 

National Hispanic Scholar, she has served 

on the San Antonioõs Youth Commission 

since her freshman year. After being 

appointed by Councilman Justin 

Rodriguez to represent District 7, Sierra 

is going on her second year of being chair 

of the organization. Sierra has presented 

in front of city hall and attended National 

Crime Prevention Conferences in Miami 

and Orlando to discuss issues concerning 

teens today.  She has also been a huge 

contributor to the City of San Antonio 

Youth Summit. She is now responsible for 

the planning of the upcoming second 

Summit. Sierra has also been honored for 

being the only teen member of the Cityõs 

Evaluation Committee that initiated Café 

College Center. She has met with the 

Assistant City manager and other officials 

to talk about proposals and had the 

opportunity to offer her input and ideas. 

Ruth Chrisõ Steakhouse, Fox News, and 

the Hispanic Business of Commerce 

honored her with the Making a Difference 

Award for her exceptional community 

service. Sierra was also the recipient of 

the first Outstanding Youth Award. She is 

one influential 

Shamrock 

that continues 

to make a 

difference.  

Latin Students Sparkle! 

O n Sat., Feb. 5, fourteen Latin students 

braved freezing weather to compete in 

the Area B Junior Classical League 

Convention at Alamo Heights High 

School.  Students took academic tests, 

performed and read Latin passages, 

participated in art and costume 

contests, and spent the day bonding with 

over a thousand other young Classicists 

from all over San Antonio and the 

surrounding area.  

IWHS took sixth place in our division, 

with five students advancing to State. 

Gratulationes vobis to Mary Cook '11, our 

consul, who took first place for both 

Veteran Decathlon and Mythology; Kelly 

Morell '12; who earned third place for her 

outstanding Agave costume; Meagan 

Ramirez '12, whose mosaic interpretation 

of Chaos earned her fourth place; Elizabeth 

La France '13, who earned second place in 

Vocabulary, second year; and Abby 

Issarraras '13, who earned first place in 

Latin Oratory.  

These young ladies will travel to 

Atascosita High School, March 25 -27, to 

participate in the State Convention.     

 

T he Mathematics 

Department had its 

Annual Math òHangingó on 

Feb. 2. Family and 

teachers attended the 

ceremony to honor 

studentsõ outstanding 

performances on the 

mathematics portion of the 

PSAT or SAT. The 

Honorees included seniors 

Mary Cook, Alexa Felices, 

Kyuð Yeon Kim, Alyssa 

Niemiec, Alexandra Waits, 

Soo Jung Yoon, and juniors 

Emily Grau, Claire 

Trammel, Taylor -Ann 

Trevino, Amanda Yamazi . 

Math Hanging 

ToniMerie Kincer 
KSAT 

Scholar Athlete 
of the Week  

Feb. 6 
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Shamrock Athletics  

IWHS BasketballðDistrict, Area & Regional Champions 

P laying hard, playing smart and 

playing together has paid off this 

season for the IWHS basketball team.  

They captured the District title with a 

record of 10-0, the area title by defeating 

Fort Worth Nolan and the regional title 

after defeating Houston St. Agnes.  The 

Shamrocks have an overall record of 30 -4 

and is ranked 4th in the city of San 

Antonio and has been ranked in the top 6 

throughout the season.  

Shamrocks defeat FTW Nolan 42 -34 in 

Area Playoff Game  

On Sat., Feb. 19, in the IWHS McGowen 

Gymnasium the Shamrocks played hard 

and played smart taking on Fort Worth 

Nolan for the first round of the playoffs.  

After four intense quarters, the Shamrocks 

were victorious! Scorers included Bianca 

Garcia ð15 points; Alex Garza, Tori 

Villareal and Krista Kolbinski with 7 

points each; and Caroline Villa, Maureen 

Zuniga and Elise Blackmon with  2.  In 

attendance was a Fox 29 cameraman. The 

team received flattering coverage on Fox 

29 News at 9, Sat, Feb. 19.  

Shamrocks take Houston St. Agnes in 

the Regional Game  

The IWHS McGowen Gym was filled 

with anxious spectators as the IWHS 

Shamrocks took on Houston St. Agnes at 3 

pm, Sat., Feb. 26.  The Shamrocks took the 

lead early in the fast -paced, aggressive 

game and kept a comfortable lead 

throughout the entire game.  By playing 

smart, playing hard and playing together 

the Shamrocks dominated with rebounds, 

lay -ups and three -pointers along with 

many intercepted passes all at the right 

times. The final score was 59 -34.  Scorers 

included Tori Villarreal ð 24 points; 

Maureen Zuniga ð 9 points; Krista 

Kolbinski ð 9 points; Alex Garza and 

Bianca Garcia ð 7 points each and Caroline 

Villa ð 5 points.  

Again, a cameraman from Fox 29 was in 

attendance and a good segment of the 

footage that he captured was on Fox 29 

News at 9, Saturday evening.  

The Shamrocks will be playing Argyle 

Liberty Christian at 4:30 pm, Friday, 

March 4, at Mansfield Timberview in the 

TAPPS 5A State semifinals.  

Way to GO, Shamrocks!   

Beat the Warriors!  

For sports schedules, 

please visit IWHS  

Athletics  online:  

http://www.incarnatewor

dhs.org/athletics/index.h

tm  

JV & Freshman 
Basketball Teams 

have Great Season 
 

The JV basketball team 

finished the season with a 

10-7 record and 2 nd place 

in District with a 7 -2 

District record.  

Freshmen ended with an 

impressive 15 -1 record. 
 

Way to GO!  

http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/athletics/index.htm
http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/athletics/index.htm
http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/athletics/index.htm


 

 7 

 

 

Shamrock Athletics  

Swim and Dive Team Records Best Times in Regional 

T he swim and dive team placed 

3rd overall in Division 1 at the 

North Regional Meet in Mansfield, 

Texas. Our girls did great because 

whether they placed or not, every 

swim was a best time. IWHS had 

seven swimmers advance to the 

State Championship. In the 200 

Medley Relay, Jazzarae Tristan, 

Lauren Garza, Vivian Martinez, and 

Caitlin O'Brien placed 3rd. in the 

200 Freestyle Sarah Rodriguez 

placed 2nd and in the 200 Individual 

Medley Caitlin O'Brien placed 6th. In the 

100 fly Vivian Martinez placed 3rd and 

Caitlin O'Brien placed 6th and in the 

Freestyle Sarah Rodriguez placed 3rd. 

The 200 Freestyle relay placed 4th and 

comprised of Sarah Rodriguez, Lauren 

Garza, Ashlyn Flores and Rachel 

Robertson and the 400 Freestyle relay 

with Sarah Rodriguez, Vivian Martinez, 

Caitlin O'Brien, and Jazzy Tristan 

finished 3rd.   

      IWHS had 3 divers Erica Zahirniak, 

Kara Lindeman  and Madison Porter 

completing 11 dives. Placing in the top 15 

and advancing to the state championship 

was Erica Zahirniak.   

     The state meet was held Feb 11 -12 at 

the Josh Davis Natatorium.  IWHS 

finished in 7th place. òWe had great 

swims and dives by everyone,ó says Coach 

Jay Utz.   State results:  

200 Medley Relay: Jazzarae Tristan, 

Lauren Garza, Vivian Martinez, and 

Caitlin O'Brien ð7th  

200 Freestyle: Sarah Rodriguez - 3rd  

200 Ind. Medley :Caitlin O'Brien - 14th  

50 Freestyle: Lauren Garza - 16th  

1 Meter Diving: Erica  Zahirniak - 14th  

100 Fly:  Vivian Martinez - 4th  

                Caitlin O'Brien - 14th  

                Megan Tomasino - 15th  

100 Freestyle: Sarah Rodriguez - 4th  

500 Freestyle: Vivian Martinez ð7th       

              Jazzarea Tristan ð14th  

200 Freestyle Relay: Sarah Rodriguez, 

Lauren Garza, Ashlyn Flores and Rachel 

Robertson - 7th  

400 FR Relay -  Sarah Rodriguez, Vivian 

Martinez, Caitlin O'Brien, and Jazzy 

Tristan -  4th  

Senior Erica Zahirniak soars 
through the air at the TAPPS  
State Diving competition. Ericka 
was the sole entry from IWHS. 

Erika Zahirniak dives 
for IWHS in  

TAPPS State Diving 
Championship 

For sports schedules, 

please visit IWHS  

Athletics  online:  

http://www.incarnatewor

dhs.org/athletics/index.h

tm  

http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/athletics/index.htm
http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/athletics/index.htm
http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/athletics/index.htm
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Shamrock Athletics  

Join the Fun 

Salsa & 

Scholarships 

Fundraiser  
March 6 

Contact: Joyce Horner 

210-832-2143 

C ongratulations to the Varsity Soccer 

team for their bi -district win 3 -0 over 

Houston St. Pius on Tues., Feb. 8, at the 

UIW Benson Field.  Erika Migeon scored 

all 3 goals with assists from Julia Reyna 

and Andrea Medina.  

A special congratulations to the 

following  players for being named to the 

district and state teams:  

All -District Team  

1st  Team Offense  

Katie Morell  

Erika Migeon  

1st  Team Midfield  

Julia Reyna  

1st  Team Defense  

Ashley Cervantes  

1st  Team Keeper  

Emily Neiheisel  

2nd  Team Offense  

Emily Phillips  

2nd  Team Midfield  

Regan OõBrien 

Honorable Mention  

   Dani Rea  

   Perry Macom  

      Caroline Gonzales  

      Cami Garcia  

 

TAPPS Names Varsity Soccer District & State Players 

All -State Team 

2010-11 

2nd Team  

Katie Morell  

 

Honorable Mention  

Erika Migeon  

Julia Reyna  

Ashley Cervantes  

Emily Neiheisel  

D  


