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October 31, 2011 Volume 2, Issue 3 ASPIRE.   BELIEVE.   ACHIEVE 

I  ncarnate Word High School students Madeleine 

Bailey, Jesse Eclarinal, Emily Grau and Taylor -Ann 

Trevino have been named Commended Students in the 

2012 National Merit Scholarship Program.  These four 

seniors have distinguished themselves in the classroom, 

through involvement in extracurricular activities and by 

participating in various acts of service.  Principal BJ 

Nelsen said, òWe are very proud of Madeline, Jesse, 

Emily and Taylor -Ann.  They have worked hard to earn 

this recognition and are outstanding representatives of 

our student body and what the students who go through 

the Incarnate Word High School program can achieve.ó 

Commended Students place among the top five percent 

of more than 1.5 million students who entered the 2012 

competition by taking the 2010 Preliminary 

SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 

(PSAT/NMSQT). These young ladies have demonstrated 

outstanding potential for academic success.  This 

recognition will broaden their educational opportunities 

as they apply to colleges.  

Madeleine is applying to Rice University, Davidson 

College, Washington University in St. Louis and Texas 

A&M University. She received Academic All -State in 

Tennis. Jesse is applying to the U.S. Naval Academy and 

Princeton University. Emily is applying to Georgetown 

University.  In May, Emily was named the Bausch and 

Lomb Scholar. Taylor -Ann is applying to Vanderbilt 

University, St. Louis University and Texas A& M 

University. Taylor is on the Math and English Walls of 

Fame (Shamrocks scoring 700+ on the PSAT/SAT in both 

categories.) Jesse and Taylor -Ann have also been named 

National Hispanic Scholars.   

Incarnate Word High School congratulates Madeleine, 

Jesse, Emily and Taylor -Ann and wishes them great 

success in their senior year and the years ahead.   

Congratulations to National Merit Commended Scholars 
and National Hispanic Recognition Scholars 

Hispanic Recognition Scholars: (left to right): Principal B. J. Nelsen, Jesse 
Eclarinal, Alissa Hinojosa, Regan Wheeler, Taylor-Ann Trevino,  Sarah 
Brinkman, Graciela Baez-Chavez, Jessenia Gonzalez.  Not pictured Marcella Logue 

Commended Scholars (left to right): Taylor 
Ann Trevino, Emily Grau, Jesse Eclarinal, 
Maddie Bailey, Principal B. J. Nelsen 

National Merit Commended Scholars 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

In a faith-based 
preparatory environment, 
Incarnate Word High 

School prepares confident 
young women dedicated to 
academic excellence, 
Christian service and 
social justice. 

 

CORE VALUES 
 

Academic Excellence 
Integrity 
Service 

Community of Faith 
Compassion 
Stewardship 

 

ACCREDITATION 
 

Incarnate Word High 
School is fully accredited 
with the Southern 

Association of Colleges 
and Schools (SACS) and 

Texas Catholic 
Conference Education 
Department (TCCED).  

UIW Connection  
 

 

 

 

Incarnate Word High 
School is a part of the 
Brainpower Connection, 
and is affiliated with 
University of the  
Incarnate Word. 

Dear Shamrock Community,  

Recently, during the middle school tours, we showed a 

video produced by our drama sponsor, Mrs. Benavides and 

several of her students, entitled òA Day in the Life of a 

Shamrock.ó  This monthõs newsletter highlights October, 

one of our most active òMonthsó in the life of a Shamrock.   

As I read this monthõs publication, even though it is my 

tenth October at IWHS, I continue to be amazed at the 

tempo at which our school functions in October.  Our 

students are truly phenomenal in their ability to be good 

students; service oriented community members; competitive participants in 

athletics and academics; cheerleaders for their fellow students; peer ministers; 

and friends to each other while planning, organizing and participating in such a 

large number of school events.  

Although October always seems like a crazy roller coaster ride of special events 

and activities, the heart and soul of being a Shamrock remains clear.  You can see 

it in the profiles of  our nationally recognized students and the number of new 

inductees into the Mt. Erin Chapter of the National Honor Society; the girlõs 

efforts to inform and raise funds for breast cancer awareness, our all -school 

Service Day and Heritage Week liturgy; and the support the girls show each other 

at athletic contests, elections and assemblies.  

During the middle school tours, visiting students felt the warmth of our 

students. Our girls were repeatedly commended for their poise and passion while 

conducting tours around the school.  During the three days of tours, the energy 

throughout the campus was electrifying.   

A big thank you and congratulations to our entire student body, faculty and 

staff and parent community for working so hard to 

make tours, Service Day and all of our activities in 

October a memorable experience.   

 

Praised be the Incarnate Word,  

 

BJ Nelsen  

 

Principalõs Perspective 

Support Our  

Shamrock Volleyball vs Bishop Lynch  

in the Semi-Finals 

Blossom Athletic Center 

11 am  -  Friday,  Nov. 4 
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Whatôs Happening in November? 

Upcoming Events 

Nov 1    Liturgy, 8:15 a.m. All Saints Day  

Nov 1-15    NHS Pie Sale  

Nov 5    Practice HSPT; SAT  

Nov 12      Shamrock Golf Tournament  

Nov 17-19   Fall Theater Production  

Nov 17    Progress Reports Distributed  

Nov 20    Father/Daughter Banquet  

Nov 22   NHS Pie Delivery  

Nov 23    Noon Dismissal  

Nov 24-25   Thanksgiving Holidays  

Nov 26-Dec 3 CloseUp Trip  

Nov 28    Advent Prayer Service  

   Christmas Drive Kickoff  

Nov 15    NHS Pie Delivery  

Nov 30-Dec 2 College Prep Genius  

  3:00 - 9:15 p.m.  

{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜΗ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ нр 

L²I{ 

130th Anniversary  
Celebration  

and  

Salsa & Scholarships  

Fundraiser  

Special Thanks to our photo 
contributors Mr. Bob Atkins & 

Mr. Godsey  

Thank You Shamrock 
Golf  Classic Sponsors 

 

Lunch Sponsor 
Dennis Uniforms 

 

Platinum Sponsor 
Liberto Specialty Company 

 
Gold Sponsor 

Charles Gomez & Frank Medina  
UIW Brainpower Connection 

 
Hole Sponsors  
Bob & Jane Atkins 
Letty Baez 
Frank Benitez 

Jorge Cantu Family 
Central Catholic High School 
Hornberger, Sheehan, Fuller & 

Beiter 
Gloria Miller 

Noreen OôSullivan & Jerry Morell 
BJ & Bernie Nelsen 
School Shoes Unlimited 
Linda & Fred Villarreal 
The Wittenberg Family 

 

Friend Sponsors  
The Atkins Family 
The Bell Family 

 
Click here to become a 

Sponsor 

IWHS Tradition  

FatherñDaughter 
Banquet 

Sunday, November 20       

11 am 
Omni Hotel San Antonio 

 

Dadõs this is your opportunity to spend a 
wonderful day with your daughter. The 
celebration begins with Mass followed by a 
delicious lunch, an incredible speaker and 
great entertainment.   
 
You donõt want to miss this beautiful 

tradition!   

The deadline to submit a testimonial and 
photographs for the slide show is Nov. 12. 

The evening will feature hilarious 

parodies of Twilight , Harry Potter, High 

School Musical and How to Succeed in 

Business. The production is suitable for 

ages 12 and up. Contact Theatre Director 

Lara Benavides for more information: 

LWillars@uiwtx.edu   

Save Lives!  

Donate Blood  

IWHS Blood 

Drive  

Nov. 14  

 

M:/IWHS_Golf_Sponsorship_Form.pdf
M:/IWHS_Golf_Sponsorship_Form.pdf
mailto:LWillars@uiwtx.edu
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We hope that you have 

enjoyed the first <name 

of paper> and we hope 

that these stories were 

refreshing for you and a 

reminder of all the good 

things that are happen-

ing within our school 

community at IWHS.   

We invite you to send 

alumnae updates, stu-

dent news and accom-

plishments along with 

photos so that we can 

share your success with 

others.  

 

Eight Students Receive National Hispanic Recognition  
Program Award 

Student and Faculty Spotlight 

H igh Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude 

Test (PSAT) scores and a strong 

grade point averages have landed eight 

IWHS students on a list of seniors selected 

by the National Hispanic Recognition 

Program. Graciela Baez -Chavez, Sarah 

Brinkman, Jesse Eclarinal, Jessenia 

Gonzalez, Alissa Hinojosa, Marcella Logue 

(Honorable Mention), Taylor -Ann Trevino 

and Regan Wheeler qualified for the 

award after taking the College Board 

exam when they were juniors and later 

submitting their transcripts to the 

program that will enhance their 

opportunities for scholarships and colleges 

acceptances.   

     To qualify, individuals must be at least 

one-quarter Hispanic or Latino, have a 

minimum GPA of 3.0, be a U.S. citizen or 

permanent resident and achieve the 

minimum score requirement on the PSAT .  

The National Hispanic Recognition 

Program was initiated in 1983.  Students 

who earn qualifying scores are divided into 

two categories ñ those with a GPA 

between 3.0 and 3.49 are listed as 

Honorable Mention, while those with a 3.5 

or higher are listed as Scholars.    

     Graciela was the recipient of the 

Princeton Book Award and is applying to 

the University of Notre Dame, University 

of Texas, Harvard, and Princeton, Sarah 

received the Harvard Book Award and has 

been accepted to Benedictine College, 

Franciscan University of Steubenville, and 

the University of Dallas. Sarah is also 

applying to Texas A&M University. Jesse 

is applying to the U.S. Naval Academy and 

Princeton University and has also been 

named a National Merit Commended 

Scholar. Jessenia is applying to 

Southwestern University and Alissa is 

applying to Texas A&M University. 

Marcella (Honorable Mention) is applying 

to Texas A&M at College Station. Taylor -

Ann is applying to Vanderbilt University, 

St. Louis University and Texas A&M. She 

is also a National Merit Commended 

Scholar. Regan is applying to UT at 

Austin, Rice University, and Tulane 

University.  

O n Sunday, Oct. 16, 

Rebecca Mendoza ô12 

was named Miss Teen San 

Antonio 2011 for Americaõs 

Beauty Pageants. She 

competed against forty 

teens ages 16-19 in three 

categories: personal 

interview, casual wear, and 

formal wear. Once chosen 

for top 10,  Rebecca 

answered an on -stage  

question relating to the 

obstacles teenagers face. 

Rebeccaõs response focused 

on the pressure to be 

perfect and how important 

it is for teens to recognize 

their inner beauty. This 

response earned her the 

title and the chance to 

compete for $60,000 in 

scholarships in Orlando, 

Florida for the 2011 

National Competition.  

òI started pageants in 

2010 because I wanted to 

enhance my performing 

ability and to learn poise 

and grace on stage. . . 

Incarnate Word has 

prepared me through 

building skills in 

leadership, self confidence, 

and public speaking.ó 

As part of her duties, 

Rebecca will appear in a 

fashion show and speak to 

fourth and fifth graders 

during Red Ribbon Week.  

IWHS  Employees Recognized for Years of Service 

O n October 5, seven  IWHS faculty and staff were honored for their dedicated years 

of service at the eighteenth annual Incarnate Word Heritage Day ceremony held in 

the Chapel of the Incarnate Word.  

20 Years   
Margaret Mortis 

10 Years  

Jesse Cardona 
10 Years  

Esmeralda Collins 
10 Years  

Theresa Elizondo-Orr 

5 Years  
April Garza 

10 Years  
Daniel Ochoa 

5 Years  
Dr. Judith Luckett 

5 Years  
Nicole Gonzalez 

5 Years  
Ann Greene 

Rebecca is S.A. Teen 
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We hope that you have 

enjoyed the first <name 

of paper> and we hope 

that these stories were 

refreshing for you and a 

reminder of all the good 

things that are happen-

ing within our school 

community at IWHS.   
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Brother Frank Snider, SCJ 

Teacher of the Month  

Student and Faculty Spotlight 

B rother 

Frank 

Snider, SCJ was 

selected by the 

student body as 

September ôs 

òTeacher of the 

Month.ó  The 

Student Council 

decorated a 

bulletin board in 

the teachersõ 

lounge in honor 

of  Brother Frank, and he is enjoying a 

parking space especially designated for the 

òTeacher of the Month.ó   

     Brother Frank came to Texas 23 years 

ago after spending two years in the 

treasurerõs office of his order. Brother 

describes Texas as his ònew-found 

paradise.ó   

     The students came to a consensus that 

Brother Frank is very understanding and 

òhe is always there for them.ò He is 

passionate about teaching and takes time 

to make sure every student understands 

the concepts.  

     òIt is a pleasure every time a former 

student comes by IWHS to tell me how 

much she appreciates having been in my 

classes, but to be honored by current 

students is a thrill that is matched by few 

others,ó says Brother Frank.   

      Seniors Amanda Yamazi says, 

òBrother Frank is so funny and sarcasticó 

and Jesse Eclarinal describes him as the 

òbomb.ó  She says, òEven though his class 

is challenging, he always makes it fun.ó 

     òBrother Frank is the most thoughtful 

teacher at this school. He genuinely cares 

for each student and is always there to 

offer us help. If Brother Frank wasnõt at 

this school, I would not survive math,ó 

says senior Kimberly Vaio.  Selina 

Rodriguez õ12 says, without a doubt, òHe is 

the best advisor ever! He always makes 

me laugh!ó 

      Brother Frank is one of the Shamrocks 

biggest fans; you can find him at most of 

the athletic events. òHe is most definitely 

my favorite at IWHS because he cares so 

much about his students,ó says Lorena 

Rodriguez ô12.  òBrother Frank is the most 

supportive, fun -loving guys I know! He is 

very patient and truly cares about every 

one of his students,ó says Tori Villareal ô12 

and Jordan Brownlow ô13.      

     òBrother Frank is one of the most 

awesome math teachers I have ever had. 

His teaching style is so unique. He makes 

me think. He always has the best jokes to 

tell, and he really cares about us,ó say 

juniors Jennifer Pecina and Danielle 

Martinez. òCongrats on making Teacher of 

the Month, Brother!ó 

     òThank you, students, your expression of 

appreciation is my inspiration to continue!ó 

 

Golf, Soccer and 

Basketball have 

started their    

seasons!  

 

 

 

 

D uring their Senior 

Recognition ceremony, 

seniors on the volleyball team 

took time out to recognize 

someone who has been their 

Number One fan ñBrother 

Frank.  They presented him 

with a t -shirt and a photograph 

of the team in appreciation for 

his support of their athletic 

efforts and their academic 

endeavors (Calculus, of course).  

Volleyball Seniors Honor Brotherôs Dedication 

Kimberly Vaio Named 
to Prep Volleyballôs 
Senior Aces! 

 

K imberly Vaio is one 

of three Greater 

San Antonio area volleyball 

players who has been 

selected to Prep Volleyballõs 

Senior Aces, which is the 

publicationõs list of the 

nationõs top 250 recruits for 

the class of 2012.        

PrepVolleyball.com is 

recognized as the leader in 

reporting and following 

junior volleyball talent in 

the United States.   

Congratulations, Kimberly!  
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Celebrating the Good News 

National Honor Society Inducts 36 New Members 

 

 

National Honor Society Members 

National Honor 

Society  

2011-12 Officers  

President  

Jesse Eclarinal  

Vice president  

Caitlin OõBrien  

Secretary  

Gillian Lynch  

Treasurer  

Diana Calderon  

Historian  

Michelle Tedrowe  

Kathryn Ault  

Gracie Baez-Chavez 

Maddie Bailey  

Jessica Bell  

Sarah Brinkman  

Diana Calderon  

Natalie Casso  

Leandra Collinsworth  

Jesse Eclarinal  

Ashlyn Flores  

Elizabeth Gabriel  

Maddie Gallo  

Emily Grau  

Erin Hoelscher  

Natalia Jarzabek  

Emily Kuebker  

Lauren Laughlin  

Kelsey Lipo  

Gillian Lynch  

Vivian Martinez  

Caitlin OõBrien  

Carolyn Perez  

Lorena Rodriguez  

Selina Rodriguez  

Adrianna San Roman  

Emma Stewart  

Sarah Stubbs  

Sarah Taylor  

Michelle Tedrowe  

Lindsey Thornton  

Claire Trammel  

Taylor Ann Trevino  

Kimberly Vaio  

Tori Villarreal  

Kendalle Wexler  

Regan Wheeler  

Jade Yamamoto  

Amanda Yamazi  

Jenna Zaragoza  

Anna Becerra  

Elise Blackmon  

Jordan Brownlow  

Olivia Cantu  

Ankita Chaudhuri  

Suzanne Coles 

Sara Davy  

Kara Espey  

Jessenia Gonzalez 

Shannon Gunn  

Brianna  Gutierrez  

Victoria Hernandez  

Alissa Hinojosa  

Abigail Issarraras  

Savannah Jackson  

Adrianna Lacayo  

Elizabeth LaFrance  

Breanna Laughlin  

Monica Lopez  

Danielle Martinez  

Megan Medrano  

Carissa Melendez  

Katelyn Melian  

Valentina Melo  

Sydney Moore  

Jennifer Pecina  

Madeline Petri  

Alexandra Rangel  

Gabriella Resendez  

Savannah Spaar  

Allison  Thornton  

Conner Tichota  

Kelsey Torres  

Abigail Villarreal  

Emily Waltz  

Maureen Zuniga  

I  ncarnate Word High School inducted 

36 students from the junior and senior 

class into the Mount Erin Chapter of the 

National Society, Wednesday, October 26. 

Mrs. Nelsen presented the welcoming 

address and IWHS Alumna Jillian Doran, 

a 2003 graduate was 

the guest speaker.  

Jillian shared how 

Incarnate Word made 

her the woman she is 

today.  At IWHS she 

was a member of the 

National Honor 

Society, served on 

Student Council as Vice 

President and 

performed with the 

Madrigals.   

  During the traditional 

induction ceremony, 

NHS officers read the 

four NHS qualities of 

scholarship, leadership, service, and 

character as President Jesse Eclarinal lit 

a candle for each.  The inductees repeated 

the NHS pledge, and were then 

recognized individually to receive their 

certificates of membership and NHS 
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Shamrock AthleticsñVolleyball 

O n October 15, the Cross -Country and Volleyball 

programs celebrated their seniors. The ceremony was 

held in the McGowen Gym before the varsity volleyball 

match against Victoria. Introduced by òSuper Dadsó Bruce 

Vaio and Dr. Ray Cortez, and escorted by their parents, 

the players were recognized individually for their athletic 

and academic achievements.  

Matted posters of each player were 

displayed and available for guests to sign. 

Each player received a scrapbook filled 

with pages contributed by their respective 

teams. The volleyball team received a 

special memento from Coach Nicki 

Gonzalezñtheir very own Shamrock bear.   

The volleyball seniors are Rebecca Cortez, 

Emily Kuebker, Kailey Manka, Regan Wheeler, Kimberly 

Vaio, Natalia Jarzabeck, Erin Hoelscher and Sarah 

Taylor; and managers Taylor -Ann Trevino and Claire 

Trammell .   

The cross-country seniors are Gina Martinez, Kelly 

Morell, Carolyn Perez, Camille Stecker, Klarissa Toca, 

and Claire Trammel.  

Varsity Volleyball on a Roll 

Congratulations!

Freshman & JV 

District Champs  

Freshman Volleyball 

captured first in District 

and boasts an overall 

record of 18-3. 

The JV Volleyball Team 

won first in District with 

an overall record of  22 - 

Job well -done, JV Coach 

Erika Hodo and Freshman 

Coach Priscilla Reyna.   
C ompleting a heart -pounding season of 

action, the Varsity Volleyball  team is 

the top -seed TAPPS District 5A Volleyball 

Champions.   

After receiving a bye for the Bi -District 

match, the Shamrocks defeated Argyle 

Liberty Christian in Area competition on 

Oct. 25. Following a pile -driving first 

game, the Shamrocks wavered during the 

second game, but picked up steam in the 

final two games. The team was led by 

Kimberly Vaio õ12 with 41 assists, Natalia 

Jazabek õ12 with 16 hits, Regan Wheeler 

ô12 with 17 digs, and powerhouse action by 

Erin Hoelscher õ12, Rebecca Cortez ô12, 

Krista Kolbinski ô14, Krystal Puente ô14, 

Theresa Reyna ô15, and Danielle Martinez 

ô13.  

In Regional competition on Oct. 29, the 

Shamrocks blew past Plano Prestonwood 

in three games (25 -20, 25-16, 25-18). 

This will be the 7th time that the 

Shamrocks (31 -12) have advanced to state 

in the past eight seasons.  

Incarnate Word will play Dallas Bishop 

Lynch in the state semifinals at 11 a.m. on  

Friday, Nov. 4, at Blossom Athletic Center.  

 

Senior Day Celebrates Volleyball and Cross-Country 


