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Grandparents Day an IWHS Tradition 

September 30, 2011 Volume 2, Issue 2 ASPIRE.   BELIEVE.   ACHIEVE 

G randparents  Day is an extra -special day at IWHS.  

On Tuesday, Sept. 13 over 400 grandparents 

celebrated Mass, enjoyed a light brunch and took photos 

with their granddaughters.  After all the planned 

activities, our special guests were invited to join their 

granddaughters in the classroom and for lunch.   

As grandparents arrived on campus, they were shuttled 

to the main building on golf carts and then greeted by our 

Student Council and NHS 

Officers. You could see the 

anticipation in their faces 

as they waited for their 

granddaughters to join 

them in the McGowen 

Gymnasium for Mass.  

Before Mass, principal BJ 

Nelsen graciously 

welcomed our 

grandparents, sharing 

how blessed we are to 

have them in our 

presence.  Father Tom Dymowski, OSST, was the 

celebrant of the Mass.  During the homily, Father Tom 

said our grandparents are much like St. Paul, òThey are 

the ôwisdom figureõ in your lives; they are important 

because they will instill values that will sustain you for 

the rest of your life.ó  

Several of our grandparents participated with their 

granddaughters in the readings and presentation of the 

gifts.  The music was provided by the Madrigals who are 

under the direction of Mary Ann de la Garza ô69.  As we 

visited with our grandparents, we found some that 

traveled from New Mexico, Kansas, Missouri, Indiana, 

Ohio, Illinois, Florida, Georgia, Puerto Rico and all parts 

of Texas.  Judy OõBrien, Caitlin õ12 and Reganõs ô13 

grandmother says,  òSince our oldest granddaughter, Erin 

õ06, started at IWHS 10 years ago 

we have wanted to come to 

Grandparentõs Day. This was the 

year to come. We so enjoyed our day. 

We loved the enthusiasm of both 

teachers and students. We found the 

classes more interesting and 

innovative than we remember school 

being and left with the feeling our 

granddaughters are blessed to have 

such a good school experience.ó     

Photos courtesy of Bob Atkins 

http://www.bobatkinsphotos.com/IWHS2011-2012/Grandparents-Day-2011/19102714_Hp54x5
http://www.bobatkinsphotos.com/IWHS2011-2012/Grandparents-Day-2011/19102714_Hp54x5
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

In a faith-based 
preparatory environment, 
Incarnate Word High 

School prepares confident 
young women dedicated to 
academic excellence, 
Christian service and 
social justice. 

 

CORE VALUES 
 

Academic Excellence 
Integrity 
Service 

Community of Faith 
Compassion 
Stewardship 

 

ACCREDITATION 
 

Incarnate Word High 
School is fully accredited 
with the Southern 

Association of Colleges 
and Schools (SACS) and 

Texas Catholic 
Conference Education 
Department (TCCED).  

UIW Connection  
 

 

 

 

Incarnate Word High 
School is a part of the 
Brainpower Connection, 
and is affiliated with 
University of the  
Incarnate Word. 

Dear Shamrock Community,  

 

     Throughout the month of September, you could feel the 

buzz of activity within the classrooms and in the halls of the 

school. As always, our girls have been awesome, and the 

energy surrounding our opening events has set a positive tone 

for the new school year. The new Shamrock marquee lights up 

the entrance and communicates our energetic spirit to all who 

pass by. 

     Over the past several weeks, weõve had a whirlwind of 

informational meetings, educational activities, athletic and 

fine arts events and special recognition days.  The month 

began with our annual Back to  School Open House and 

Picnic , giving our parents a chance to meet faculty and coaches and enjoy the 

fellowship of our community.  A special thank you to the PTO Board, the athletic 

subcommittee, faculty, staff and parent volunteers who assisted with preparations for 

the event.    

     On the morning of September 10 th , the school was filled once again, but this time it 

was for our annual College Connection  organized by the Guidance Office. Students 

and parents received a wealth of information on the college search, selection and 

application processes and met with admissions directors from several universities 

including Notre Dame, University of Alabama and our own University of the Incarnate 

Word. University representatives emphasized the importance of students taking a 

challenging curriculum, having good grades, and doing well on standardized tests.  

They deemed showing a passion for an activity that continues through a studentõs high 

school experience more important than joining multiple clubs.   

     During our Grandparents Day  celebration, we were honored with over 400 guests 

that filled every seat at mass. It is always heartwarming to see grandparents on 

campus, in prayer with their grand -daughtersõ, socializing with each other and 

attending class throughout the school day. Thank you to the administrative team, Mr. 

Godsey, Sodexho and our many parent volunteers for working with us to continue one 

of our favorite traditions.  

    September continued with a delightful production of Peter Pan and Wendy  by the 

SAIW Theatre Company. Congratulations to Mrs. Benavides and Ms. Sieber and the 

cast and crew for a well -staged production and for their willingness to add an extra 

show to accommodate our middle school visitors.  Also congratulations to our 

advancement office, student callers, alumnae and parents on a highly successful 

annual Phonathon . Again this year the student participation was strong, the call list 

was completed with excellent results.  

     As a very busy month came to a close, our seniors and freshmen took time for 

spiritual reflection as they went on their class retreats: directed by Ms. Cardona and 

Ms. Martinez and facilitated by our peer ministry students.   

     October will be as busy as September, as students and faculty prepare for tours, the 

PSAT, Service Day and Halloween. We are constantly captivated by the energy and 

drive we see in our student body and know how blessed we are to be able to work with 

your daughters and have your support for our program. The Shamrock spirit burns 

brightly.   

 

Praised be the Incarnate Word,  

BJ Nelsen  

Principalõs Perspective 
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Whatôs Happening in October? 

Upcoming Events 

Oct 7  End of First Quarter  

Oct 4-6 Middle school tours  

Oct 10  PTO Meeting, 6:00 p.m.  

Oct 12  PSATñDISMISSAL @ 12:30 p.m.  

Oct 12  Parent Teacher Conference,  

 1:30 - 4:30 p.m.  

Oct 13  1st Quarter Grades mailed  

Oct 17-21 Heritage Week  

Oct 17  Heritage Week Liturgy, 8:15 a.m.  

Oct 20 Service Day  

Oct 23 Open House, 2:00-4:30 p.m. 

Oct 26 NHS Inductions, 7:00 p.m.  

Oct 27 Private Schools College Fair  

Oct 28  NO SCHOOL - Cath. Form./

 Leadership Conf.  

Oct 31  Halloween Festivities  

{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜΗ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ нр 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

L²I{ 

130th Anniversary  
Celebration  

and  

Salsa & Scholarships  

5th Annual 
Shamrock 

Golf Classic 
Tournament  

Golf bird by Jessenia Gonzalez 
ó12. Also thanks to our photo 
contributors Annelise Shipley ô14, 
Camille Stecker ô12 and Regan 

Wheeler ó12.  
Special Thanks to Mr. Bob Atkins 

& Mr. Godsey  

Anniversary YearbookAnniversary YearbookAnniversary Yearbook   
201120112011ñññ201220122012      
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SCHOOL TOURS 

Oct. 4-6
Students from nineteen middle 

schools will visit with our faculty, 

students and administration to learn 

about the exciting opportunities that 

await them at Incarnate Word.  

Parent ambassadors will also be on 

hand to greet prospective parents and 

answer any questions they might have.  

Visiting students  will have the 

opportunity to experience a day in the 

life of a Shamrock from an academic 

perspective where they learn about 

mods and open labs, but also through 

the many varied extracurricular 

programs and fun activities that our 

students enjoy.  

To register, go to  

shamrockclassic.org  

OCT. 4-19 
Contact a Junior 

Thank You Shamrock 
Golf  Classic Sponsors 

 

Lunch Sponsor 
Dennis Uniforms 

 

Hole Sponsors  
Letty Baez 
Frank Benitez 

Jorge Cantu Family 
Samuel Hernandez,  
School Shoes Unlimited 

Gloria Miller 
BJ & Bernie Nelsen 
Linda & Fred Villarreal 

 

Friend Sponsors  
The Bell Family 

 
Click here to become a 

Sponsor 

Attention Senior Parents 

Information for ordering 

Graduation Invitations and 

Caps and Gowns was presented 

at the 12th grade  

advisory meeting on Oct 4. 

Representatives will be 

available to accept orders 

during the lunches on  

Oct. 10-11.  

http://shamrockclassic.org
M:/IWHS_Golf_Sponsorship_Form.pdf
M:/IWHS_Golf_Sponsorship_Form.pdf
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We hope that you have 

enjoyed the first <name 

of paper> and we hope 

that these stories were 

refreshing for you and a 

reminder of all the good 

things that are happen-

ing within our school 

community at IWHS.   

We invite you to send 

alumnae updates, stu-

dent news and accom-

plishments along with 

photos so that we can 

share your success with 

others.  

 

Mrs. Gloria Medrano 

Teacher of the Month  

Student and Faculty Spotlight 

C ongratulations, Mrs. Gloria Medrano, 

for being selected the IWHS August 

Teacher of the Month by the student body.  

At the end of each month the Student 

Council accepts nominations from the 

entire student body for the Teacher of  the 

Month. The August Teacher of the Month, 

Mrs. Gloria Medrano, was announced the 

first week in September by the StuCo.   

òMrs. Medrano is the reason I survived 

my freshman year,ó said Senior Class 

President Maddie Gallo.   

òMrs. Medrano was one of the best 

teachers we ever had.  She was a great 

guide during our Freshman year because 

everything was new to us,ó said 11th 

graders Valentina  Melo and Adrianna 

Flores.    

According to Mrs. Doubleday, òShe is 

the best Science Department chair a new 

teacher could ever hope for.ó  

Tenth grader Lexi Brown says, òShe was 

the apple of my eye,ó  and Annelise 

Shipley ô14 says, òMrs. Medrano is such an 

amazing teacher.  She makes classes 

interesting and she really connects with 

her students.ó       

Mrs. Medrano has taught at IWHS for 

19 years. Not only is she an incredible 

Science teacher, Science Department 

chair, and freshman class sponsor; she is a 

great supporter of our athletic teams and 

extracurricular activities. Her leadership 

and dedication is an inspiration to her 

students and her colleagues.   

òI was very surprised and honored to be 

chosen as teacher of the month for 

August.   I very much enjoy my job and look 

forward to coming to work everyday.   The 

idea that the students voted makes me feel 

good.  Thank you IW.ó  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 

to the students 

who achieved 

Spring 2011  

Honor Roll  

R ecent 

graduate 

Joscelyne 

Ponder '11,  was 

the winner of  

the 2011 Fresh 

Cut Best 

Filmmaker 

Award.  This 

competition was 

sponsored by 

SAFilm and 

KLRN. Open to 

high school students, it included entries 

from Harlandale H. S., North East School 

of the Arts, Saint Mary's Hall, SAY SI, 

and Thomas Jefferson H. S.  

Entries selected for Fresh Cut 2011 were 

screened at the 2011 SAFILM - San 

Antonio Film Festival in June 2011. 

Selected works were featured in a special 

one-hour program aired on KLRN on July 

21, 2011. (Click the link to view the 

program: http://video.klrn.org/

video/2065522066) 
Joscelyne's film "Ca Va Bien"  is styled 

as a 1900õs silent film, complete with film 

scratches, tinny music, and subtitles in 

both English and French.  It relates events 

that occur during and after an audition, 

where a director is searching for a mime. 

Joscelyne wrote and directed the film as 

well as acting and handling some of the 

camera work.  She submitted the entry as 

a SaySi student and members of the cast 

were John Sigmund, Danni McDonald, 

Maqui Gaona, Omar Hilario, and Julia 

Babin.  

Congratulations!   

  

 2011 Graduate Joscelyne Ponder  

HERITAGE DAY 
HONOREES 

 

O n October 5, seven  

IWHS faculty and 

staff will be honored at the 

eighteenth annual 

Incarnate Word Heritage 

Day ceremony held in the 

Chapel of the Incarnate 

Word. The University 

recognizes all full -time 

employees with 5, 10, 15, 

20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45 and 

50 years of service.   

 

20 Years   

Margaret Mortis  

  

10 Years  

Jacinto Jesus Cardona  

Esmeralda  (Toni) Collins  

Theresa Elizondo -Orr  

Daniel Ochoa  

   

5 Years  

April Garza  

Nicole Gonzalez 

Ann Greene  

Dr. Judith Luckett  

http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/news/2011_Spring_Honor_Roll_list.pdf
http://video.klrn.org/video/2065522066
http://video.klrn.org/video/2065522066
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Celebrating the Good News 
 

 

Thank You Catholic Life for the New Flags! 

Photo:  L-R: Michael Belz, President, Catholic Life Insurance;  Jordan Brownlow, 
IWHS Student Council, Parliamentarian; Betsy Wannamaker, IWHS Student 
Council, Spirit Chair;  BJ Nelsen, IWHS Principal & Barbara Cheaney, VP of 
Communications, Catholic Life.   

A  big Shamrock òthank youó goes to Catholic Life Insurance for their generous donation of a U.S. and Texas flag to IWHS!  

T he Health and Diversity Summit was 

held at the UIW Sky Room on 

September 8. The purpose of this council 

was to discuss some of the beneficial 

methods of educating current and future 

generations of medical personnel.  The 

issue of diversity and inclusion within the 

healthcare system along with its impact 

on the individual, organizations, and 

community as a whole was also addressed.  

In attendance was Chief Diversity Officer, 

Dr. Harry R. Gibbs, and a panel of other 

M.D.õs who each gave a presentation on 

these issues.  They discussed the modern 

methods that are currently being used to 

educate upcoming medical professionals 

as well as the current struggles and 

possible resolutions within the health care 

system.   

Vivian Martinez õ12 was fascinated to 

learn about the different and innovative 

ways doctors are being educated. Vivian 

said, òAttending this summit only 

heightened my desire to enter into this 

evolving field.ó   

Alana Valdez õ12 said, òIt showed how 

much effort professionals are putting into 

changing the education of my generation 

so that we can be more involved and 

therefore be more efficient and above all 

happy in our careers.ó 

òAt this seminar, I learned about the 

importance of diversity in the work place,ó 

said Lorena Rodriguez ô12. òIt seems as if 

various learning styles and technologies 

are now being incorporated into the 

health care field. During the 

presentations, questions were projected 

onto a screen, and the audience was able 

to vote on the answer using hand held 

devices. That was something quite 

interesting and unexpected.ó 
 

Health and Diversity Summit 

A Look Back  
At Years  
1903-1906 

IWHS First Graduates 
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Shamrock AthleticsñVolleyball 

 

 

District Wins and DIG PINK  

ĐSenior NightĐ 
Volleyball & Cross 

Country  

Volleyball and Cross 

Country seniors and their 

parents will be honored 

October 15 prior to the 

volleyball varsity match at 1 

p.m. against Victoria. This 

year eleven volleyball and 

six cross country seniors will 

be recognized. The volleyball 

seniors are Rebecca Cortez, 

Emily Kuebker, Kailey 

Manka, Regan Wheeler, 

Kimberly Vaio, Natalia 

Jarzabeck, Erin Hoelscher 

and Sarah Taylor; and 

managers Taylor -Ann 

Trevino, Claire Trammell 

and Gina Martinez.   

The cross-country seniors 

are Gina Martinez, Kelly 

Morell, Carolyn Perez, 

Camille Stecker, Klarissa 

Toca, and Claire Trammel  

 Please join IWHS in 

celebration of our seniors.   

Come early and plan to stay 

to cheer on the Shamrock 

Freshmen (11 a.m.), JV (12 

p.m.), and Varsity (1 p.m.) 

teams. 

S eptember was a busy month for our Shamrocks 

volleyball teams. They played district games 

against Holy Cross, St. Michaelõs, St. Augustine, 

Victoria St. Joseph, and Providence defeating all the 

schools. Sandwiched in between district games, the 

Shamrocks played Brandeis in nail -biting, donõt-blink, 

action -packed games.  All three teams were victorious.  

On Sept. 26 the Shamrock VB program in conjunction 

with Providence held its annual Dig Pink Night in the 

UIW convocation center. The stands were awash in 

the color pink, most fans wearing the official Dig Pink 

school t-shirt. Proceeds from the t -shirt 

sale were donated to Wings, a non -profit 

breast cancer treatment organization. 

Alice Blanquiz was on hand to accept a 

check for $1500 from IWHS Athletic 

Director, Nicki Gonzalez. All three 

volleyball teams won their matches.  

Before the game, Fox news interviewed 

freshman Lauren Garcia and some of the 

players joined in to help T.J. learn some 

volleyball basics. Shamrocks are 

currently 9 -0 in District competition with 

the Varsity currently ranked 5th in the 

city.  Watch highlights of the varsity game on KABB Fox 29 . See photos on SA Sports . 

http://www.foxsanantonio.com/newsroom/sports/features/highschool/videos/vid_528.shtml
http://www.sasports.com/sports-pictures-tm-IWHSProv92611.htmlC:/Users/dicisner/Documents/My%20Albums
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Shamrock AthleticsñCross Country 
For sports schedules, 

please visit us online:  

http://www.incarnatewo

rdhs.org/athletics/index.

S hamrock Cross Country has had a 

great first half  to their season.  On 

September 3, at the Southwest High 

School Invitational, 

Varsity placed 3 rd as a 

team in a race with over 

30 schools represented.  

The team was led by 

freshman Katie Peth, who 

finished 4 th  individually in 

a time of 12:16 for the two -

mile race.  Also running 

for Varsity were (in order of 

finish place):  Regan 

OõBrien ô13, Clare Creedon 

ô14, Emily Phillips ô14, and 

Marilyn Hernandez ô14, 

Tori Hernandez ô13, and Isabella Gann 

ô15.  The JV team also had a good 

showing, led by Lauren Navarro ô13.  

Scoring for the JV team were Daniela 

Avila ô12, Monica Lopez ô13, Gina 

Martinez ô12, and Valentina Melo ô13.   

The next meet for the JV runners was 

the Central Catholic Relay at John Paul II 

H. S. in Schertz.  Despite the slightly 

treacherous course (lots of cracks in the 

ground due to the drought), our JV 

runners competed tremendously.  Monica 

Lopez ô13 and Andrea Garcia ô13, along 

with Brandy Flores õ14 were the first of 

our teams to finish.  They were followed 

closely by our next team, consisting of 

Celeste Torres õ13 and Gabriella Resendez 

õ13 and Allie Cortez ô14.  

On September 17, the Varsity team 

competed in the Bear Run Invitational at 

Baylor University in Waco.  The team 

finished third in the Division II Varsity 

race of 19 teams.  Katie 

Peth õ15 finished 7th  in the 

race, followed by Clare 

Creedon, Emily Phillips, 

Regan OõBrien, Analisa 

Gomez ô13, Marilyn 

Hernandez ô14, Tori 

Hernandez ô14, and Lauren 

Navarro ô13. 

   The JV Cross -Country 

team competed in the 

FEAST meet at Fort Sam 

Houston on Sept. 24.  The team was lead 

by Freshman Isabella Gann, who finished 

the two -mile course in a time of 14 

minutes 40 seconds, despite having to 

jump over hay bails, logs, and 

hurdles.   The entire JV team conquered 

these obstacles with determination and 

grace!  Also scoring for the JV were (in 

finishing order): Senior Gina Martinez, 

Sophomore Allie Cortez, Senior Kelly 

Morell, and Junior Celeste Torres.    

Upcoming meets for 

both teams include the 

McNeil Invitational on 

October 1 in Round Rock 

and the UIW Cardinal 

Invitational to be held 

in Live Oak City Park 

on October 8.  Come 

support our runners!!  

For more information on 

races, please e-mail 

Coach Goetz at 

goetz@uiwtx.edu.   

Cross Country is Having a Great Season! 

Baylor Invitational Participants 

   The IWHS athletes are 

raising money for the 

athletic program by 

selling Catholic School 

Sweepstakes tickets 

sponsored by Catholic Life 

Insurance. One hundred 

percent of the proceeds  

from this fundraiser will 

benefit our athletic 

program.  

If you are interested in  

purchasing a ticket, please 

see an IWHS athlete or 

Coach Nicki Gonzalez.  

Tickets are $5.00 each.  

Prizes include a chance to 

win  a truck, car, or a 

$20,000 prepaid Visa Gift 

Card as well as many 

other prizes.   

Varsity placed 3rd at Southwest HS Invitational 

Support  Athletics  
 Purchase  
Raffle Tickets   

http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/athletics/index.htm
http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/athletics/index.htm
mailto:goetz@uiwtx.edu
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RETREAT SCHEDULE  

Sept 28-29  Senior Retreat  

Sept 28 Freshmen Retreat  

Jan 12 Sophomore Retreat  

Jan 25-26  Junior Retreat  

Feb 10-11  Mother/Daughter 

Retreat  

Senior RetreatðSisterhood, Spirituality and Zip Lining 

Campus Ministry 

T he Texas Hill Country and the Class 

of 2012 proved to be a great 

combination for sisterhood, spirituality 

and zip lining. The retreat hosted by the 

IWHS Campus Ministers was an exciting 

two days guided by the message from the 

Gospel of John, Chapter 4:  The Woman 

at the Well .   

The Class of 2012 was encouraged 

through Biblical passages, skits, 

testimonies, and the challenges of the 

high ropes courses to accept others as 

Jesus accepted the 

Samaritan woman at 

the well.:  

òFor to be known is to 

be loved and to be loved 

is to be known.ó  

SERVICE  

OPPORTUNITIES  

 

¶ Animal Defense League  

¶ St. Vincent de Paul Soup 

Kitchen  

¶ San Antonio Childrenõs 

Museum  

¶ Habitat for Humanity  

¶ Contact your local parish  

Freshmen Strengthen their IWHS Sisterhood 

O n September 28, the class of 2015 

spent the day enjoying their 

Freshman Class Retreat.  It was held on 

the UIW campus at Marian Hall.  The 

theme was the six core values of Incarnate 

Word High School: Academic Excellence, 

Integrity, Compassion, Community of 

Faith, Service, and Stewardship.  We 

learned that these core values are the 

foundation of our school.  We explored the 

core values by engaging in various 

activities that helped us realize a better 

understanding of their 

meaning.   

We also explored ways in 

which we could live out the 

core values in our everyday 

lives.  One of the most 

important things we learned 

is how to use the core values 

to make a difference in our 

school and community.  At 

the end of the day, we made 

bracelets using a 

Guatemalan technique that weaved six 

beads to represent the six core values.  All 

freshmen were asked to continue wearing 

their bracelets to school to share their 

retreat experience with the student body.   

Overall, the retreat was very spiritual 

and uplifting.  We would like to send a 

special thank you to Mrs. Kateri Martinez 

and the junior peer ministers.  

      By Angelica Baez-Chavez õ15 and 

           Valerie Marotta ô15 

http://www.bobatkinsphotos.com/IWHS2011-2012/Grandparents-Day-2011/19102714_Hp54x5
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Around Campus 

 

5th Annual 
Shamrock Golf 

Classic  
  

 

Saturday, Nov. 12  
 

8 am   Shotgun Start  
 

Canyon Springs Golf 

Club  

24405 Wilderness  

San Antonio, TX  

 

For Registration 

information go to 

shamrockclassic.org  

For more information 

contact:  

IWHS Athletic Director  

Nicki Gonzalez  

(210) 829 -3194 

Proceeds benefit IWHS 

Athletics & Activities  

T his month Mrs. Apodacaõs U.S. History class studied the California 

Gold Rush. The students learned about 

the three different routes taken by 

thousands of adventurers between 1848 

and 1849. The girls read letters and 

journal articles written by actual 

adventurers who made the trip to 

California and viewed pictures of the 

travelers and routes. Then they created 

their own òbroadsides,ó advertisements, 

trying to convince people to make the 

dangerous trip 

to seek their 

fortune in 

California.  

Do You Want to go to California? 

O n September 24, Mrs. 

Gonzales and Mr. Scales 

accompanied a group of 

sophomore volunteers to the 

Davidson Respite House.  

Sydney Isenberg õ14 shares 

her experience:  

òOn the sunny morning of 

Sept. 24, twenty -three 

sophomore students, including 

myself, eagerly rushed to the 

site of the Davidson Respite 

House with our working 

clothes on and our tools in hand. We were 

eager to start working. The first part of 

our morning was filled with cleaning and 

yard work. We replanted flowers, trimmed 

hedges, and got our hands dirty with lots 

of work. We even learned how to trim a 

palm tree in the process, though it took 

multiple tries and many garbage bags. 

Even though it was a lot of work, the most 

rewarding part was spending time with 

the kids. We played board games, and 

they took us for tours of the house. We 

even sang happy birthday to one of the 

young girls staying there!  

My favorite part of the whole experience 

was playing with a 4 year old boy. He was 

so full of life and joy and also very skilled 

at cards. To finish off, the kids gave us 

each a paper with their handprints on it.  

These tokens of gratitude topped off an 

amazing  morning that I will never forget. 

God truly blessed me with this 

opportunity to serve. It also taught me a 

very valuable lesson: though the world 

may seem dark and scary, there is always 

a glimmer of light to help guide the way.ó 

Mrs. Gonzales plans another service 

opportunity for sophomores in the spring 

and invites students to sign up.  

                      Written by Sydney Isenberg  

Sophomore Help at Davidson Respite House 

http://shamrockclassic.org
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Around Campus 

Overwhelming Response to the College Connection 

A lthough a mandatory event for 

juniors, freshmen and sophomores 

took the opportunity to learn more about 

the college process.  The college 

representatives provided a multitude of 

resources, tips, and suggestions to help 

both parents and students. One parent 

commented,  òI am so glad I know more 

about my role as a parent in this process.ó 

Student comments included: òThis was 

great!ó òI learned so much!ó 

T he Anglo -Saxon warrior yawped and raised her 

weapon, rallying her audience. She then struck a 

confident pose for a photo opportunity before 

continuing with her story. Meanwhile, the Latin class 

next door was in disarray and sometimes frightened as 

the IWHS Shamrocks responded to the tale with 

chants and applause, continuing the annual Boast 

that honors both Beowulf and the Mead Hall culture.  

The IWHS seniors performed their heroic tales of 

academic achievements, cupcake baking, and cake 

making (with samples) during the History of the 

English Language LAP; it helped provide a glimpse 

into the cultural values that were passed on through 

epic poetry and the heroes (and heroines) who battled 

epic monsters. The students then used this experience 

to discuss how literature is a part of a cultures 

sometimes conflicting beliefs, and when analyzed or 

discussed, can help us to understand our own modern values.  

English IV will continue their exploration of cultures and art in the Renaissance LAP, 

in which they will study Shakespeareõs Othello , the story of a marriage ruined by 

anotherõs deceit. Activities will include a short introduction to Renaissance dancing. 

 

Senior Boasts Better Beowulf 

Social Studies 

Constitution Day  

O n September 17, 

1787, thirty -nine 

delegates signed the U.S. 

Constitution, The Social 

Studies Department helped 

students celebrate with 

activities during the 

lunches. Volunteers were 

quizzed on trivia questions 

about the Constitution. 

Students who answered 

correctly received a 

òConstitution Cookie,ó  a 

òBill of Rice Krispie,ó or a 

òHappy Constitution Dayó 

sticker. Manning the table 

were Mr. Boyd, Mrs. 

Apodaca, Betsy Wanamaker 

ô12, and Chloe Palacios ô12. 

Culminating the day, Betsy 

Wanamaker read the final 

trivia question in the 

afternoon announcements. 

The first student who found 

Mr. Boyd with the correct 

answer was Dana 

Arismendez who correctly 

identified Jonathon Dayton 

as the youngest delegate to 

sign the Constitution.  

It was a fun day and 

hopefully Shamrocks 

became a little more aware 

of the history of the U.S. 

Constitution.  
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Shamrock Spirit 

School Administrators  
 

B.J. Nelsen  
Principal  

(210) 829-3107 

nelsen@uiwtx.edu  

 

Michelle De Anda  
Vice-Principal  

(210) 829-3105 

emdeanda@uiwtx.edu 

 

Stephanie Takas -Mercer  
Director of Student Services  

(210) 829-3106 

takasmer@uiwtx.edu  

 

Mónica Solís -Hoefl  
Director of Guidance  

(210) 829-3156 

hoeflm@uiwtx.edu  

 

Ninfa Ozuna ô79 
Director of Enrollment  

(210) 829-3123 

ozuna@uiwtx.edu 

 

Audra Cardona  
Director of Campus Ministry  

(210) 829-3121 

cardonaa@uiwtx.edu  

 

Nicole Gonzalez  
Director of Athletics  

(210) 829-3122 

nlgonzal@uiwtx.edu  

 

Joyce Horner  
Director of Development  

(210) 832-2143 

horner@uiwtx.edu  

 

Debbie Zielins  
Registrar  

(210) 829-3112 

zielins@uiwtx.edu  

 

Cybele Bolado ô86 
Director of Alumnae Relations  

(210) 829-3103 

bolado@uiwtx.edu 

 

Maricela Garza  
Residence Life Coordinator  

(210) 841-7403 

mgarza1@uiwtx.edu  

G iving is a 

tradition at 

Incarnate Word 

High School and 

the Annual 

Phonathon has 

been an 

important 

component of  

our annual 

appeal and to 

the success of our school. Gifts to the 

scholarship, Catholic identity, technology, 

athletics, faculty development, library, 

fine arts and campus beautification funds 

were solicited and some alumnae made 

their donation to specific scholarship 

endowments such as Celine Cozad, Mary 

Ann de la Garza and Roger Labat.  

Advance mailings were sent at the end 

of August and the 

actual calling took 

place the evenings of 

Sunday, Sept. 25 

through Wednesday, 

Sept. 28. A record 

breaking number of 

student callers had the 

opportunity to speak 

with our alumnae.  

Many of the callers 

shared high school 

experiences and 

memories with our young ladies.    

A huge Shamrock thank you goes out to 

the IWHS alumnae and parents who 

spent their evenings helping the students 

and Advancement Office.  

Alumnae Phones Were Ringing During the IWHS Phonathon 

Seniors Having a Blast at their Retreat! 
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Parents in the Know  

ATTENTION JUNIOR 

PARENTS 

¶ Oct. 4-18 ð fundraiser  

¶ April 21 ð Prom at the 

Bright Shawl (Parents 

of junior officers and 

reps chaperone) 

¶ May 19 ð Ring 

Ceremony at the 

Motherhouse Chapel  

Any questions, please 

contact Ms. Kellogg at  

kellogg@uiwtx.edu  

ñTUESDAY TOURS 

AT TENò 

Plan for your òTuesday 

Tours at Ten.ó Interested 

families will receive a 

guided tour of the IWHS 

campus. The tour will 

take approximately one 

hour. Contact the 

Enrollment Office at 

(210) 829 ð3123 or 

Sharon Perez 

smperez@uiwtx.edu for 

reservations.  

SHADOW A 

SHAMROCK 

The IWHS shadowing 

program is an excellent 

opportunity to experience a 

full day of campus life and 

get to know more about our 

school community.    

Points to Remember:  

Typical shadow days are  

 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Please 

report to the front lobby 

at 7:50 a.m.  

 Lunch for the shadow 

visitor will be provided.  

Visitors should wear their 

school uniform or 

appropriate clothing.  

Contact  Ninfa Ozuna, 

Director of  Enrollment at 

(210) 829-3123 / 

ozuna@uiwtx.edu  for more 

information or to set up a 

Shadowing Day!  

PSAT Administered on 
October 12 & Parent-

Teacher Conferences 
EaXePcT HRW^^[b ^U HP] 
6]c^]X^ 8^[[TVT ;PXa 

 
October 27, 2011 
6:30ð8:30 p.m. 

St. Maryôs University 
Greehey Auditorium 

More than 150 colleges and 

universities will be present. Financial 

aid information will be available. All 

grade levels are welcome.  Bring your 

labels ready to put on information 

cards with the following information: 

name, address, city, state, zip code, 

date of graduation, date of birth, and 

study area of interest.  Come dressed 

in your uniform with the  3 p's in 

mind: presentable, pressed and 

prepared.    

T he PSAT will be administered to all 

underclassmen.  For juniors the 

PSAT is a significant step toward 

National Recognition.  Using the scores 

from this text, National Merit Scholars, 

Commended Students, and National 

Hispanic Scholars are chosen.  Many 

universities offer substantial financial aid 

and scholarships for these recognized 

students.  The PSAT also provides 

invaluable practice for students before 

they take the SAT.  

Please arrive to school no later than 

7:40 a.m. with two #2 pencils (no 

mechanical), social security number and 

zip code memorized, a calculator with 

fresh batteries, a snack, and a sweater.   

Students will be dismissed at 12:30 p.m. 

Parent -Teacher conferences will be held 

from 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

 

F rom Sat. Nov, 26 through Sat, 

Dec. 3, your daughters  

are invited to join Ms. 

Kellogg on the annual trip 

to Washington, D.C. and 

Williamsburg.   At these two 

historic sites, they will visit 

memorials, Capitol Hill, the 

Smithsonian Museums, Arlington 

Cemetery and Colonial Williamsburg;. At 

the Capitol, the students will listen to 

experts on current issues, meet with 

politicians (when in town), 

and have the opportunity for 

Q and A with these political 

experts.  

The price for the trip is 

$1783.00 and it includes 

airfare, three meals a day, 

all fees, tips, all 

transportation (bus, metro), 

hotel rooms in DC and 

Williamsburg, and theatre 

tickets.    

Ms. Kellogg has been 

conducting this trip for 17 

years. Each year there are 

new and different 

activities planned.  

If you are interested please  

contact , Ms. Kellogg, at 

kellogg@uiwtx.edu .  You may also contact 

Close-Up at www.closeup.org .  Looking 

forward to hearing from you!  

Juniors and Seniors 

mailto:kellogg@uiwtx.edu
mailto:smperez@uiwtx.edu
mailto:ozuna@uiwtx.edu
mailto:kellogg@uiwtx.edu
http://www.closeup.org
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Parent-Teacher Organization 

Meet the Members of the 

IWHS 2011 -2012 PTO 

President  

Rossana Hernandez  

 

Vice President  

Margaret Garcia  

 

Recording Secretary  

Debbie Walton  

 

Treasurer  

Bill Fisher  

 

Faculty Representative  

Dr. Georgia Piez  

Your PTO is off and running.   

   The annual Back to School Picnic was a success and all were treated to sausage wraps, 

drinks and fabulous desserts. Thanks to our sophomore girls who manned the tables and 

to the parent volunteers who came to set -up, clean-up and serve. We would also like to 

send a special shout -out to our Grillmeisster Dads who braved the heat and  did an 

awesome job with the cooking. It was a great day of information, food and fellowship.  

It was our pleasure to help with the 2011 

IWHS Grandparentõs Day Celebration. 

Volunteers assisted the school faculty and 

administration with a variety of duties 

helping to welcome all of our visitors.  

Thanks to all who gave of their time for this 

very special event.  

A reminder that Father - Daughter Banquet 

and Mother - Daughter Banquet committees 

have been formed and meetings have begun.  

Itõs not too late to get involved. 

Our next PTO meeting is set for Monday, 

October 10 at 6 p.m. in the faculty lounge.  

All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  

If you have ideas or want to be an active 

member of the PTO, contact Rossana 

Hernandez at r1k2@live.com or Margaret 

Garcia at mgarcia863@aol.com we would 

love to hear from you.  

Sincerely,  

 

Rossana Hernandez  

PTO President  

Remember, itõs all for the girls!  

PTO Back to School Picnic a Huge Success 

PTO Committee Chairs 

 

¶Teacher Appreciation  

     Tracy Garcia  

     Laurette Kirby  

¶Student Spirit Activities  

  Sonia Gomez 

  Loretta Medina  

¶Communications  

   Janelle Adams  

¶Campus Beautification  

  Annette Zahirniak  

¶Social Committee  

   Letty Garza  

    Cathy Rios  

¶Volunteer Coordinators  

 Raquel and Dago Garcia  

¶Word Day  

 Linda Villarreal  

¶Father/Daughter Banquet  

 David Lindeman  

 Ken Palacios  

¶Mother/Daughter  

Luncheon  

 Ursula Campbell  

 Yvette Shipley  

¶Spirit Shoppe  

 Jackie Lopez 

SHAMROCK 
SPIRIT 
SHOPPE  

is open every 

Thursday during 

all lunch mods 

(10:56 a.m. ð 1:18 

p.m.).  This is a 

great time to stock 

up on your IWHS 

spirit apparel!    

mailto:r1k2@live.com
mailto:mgarcia863@aol.com
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We hope that you have 

enjoyed òWhatõs the 

Word,ó and we hope that 

these stories are 

informative for you and 

remind you of all the good 

things that happen within 

our school community at 

IWHS.   We invite you to 

send student & alumnae 

news and 

accomplishments along 

with photos so that we can 

share your success with 

others.  

Editors: Joyce Horner and 

Delma Cisneros  

Theatre Presented Peter Pan and Wendy 

Shamrock Clubs & Organizations 

    The sophomore class is 

studying World History.   

This year we would like to 

try something new with 

the class.  Over the next 

month the students will be 

learning about òthe glory 

that was Greece, and the 

grandeur that was Rome.ó  

If any of you have had the 

wonderful opportunity to 

visit these places, we 

would like to plan a day 

for you to be at school with 

us to present pictures and 

stories about your Greek 

and Roman experience.   If 

you are interested, please 

contact Ms. Kellogg at  

kellogg@uiwtx.edu .  

Share Your Greek 
Experience with Ms. 

Kelloggôs Class 

T he SAIW Theatre Company performed 

six fantastic shows of  òPeter Pan and 

Wendy.ó The day performances included 

many students from area Catholic 

elementary schools. Friends, family, and 

theatre enthusiasts filled the audience for 

the evening shows.   

The production was the classic, heartfelt 

tale where children's imaginations roamed 

through sky and sea, facing excitement and 

adventure.  The audiences were 

transported, heart and mind, to a world of 

magic, with the beloved characters Peter Pan, Captain James Hook, The Lost Boys, 

Smee, the pirate gang, and an unseen, clock -carrying crocodile. The SAIW Theatre 

Company's dedication and enthusiasm reminded hearts of all ages that what keeps us 

young and pure is . . .innocence.  

Artist: Natalie Casso ó12 

 

Farewell, Coach Jay!  

mailto:kellogg@uiwtx.edu
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IWHS Sisterhood 

Meet the  teachers during our Back to School afternoon!   

 

Shamrock Roller Coaster!   

Davidsonôs Respite House 

Taking a break at the X-Country 
meet 

All smiles at Back-to-School Night 

Dig Pink 

Cheerleaders strike a pose. 

Shamrock dancers wow the audience. 

Artist: Madeleine Bailey ó12 
Freshmen Retreat 
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Grandparents Day (Slideshow in Photo Gallery) 

http://www.incarnatewordhs.org/photoalbum/index.htm

